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The Finnish language

* Regular orthography, the phonemes are written with the corresponding
graphemes -> easy spelling

* Mechanic fluent literacy is achieved quite fast

* Morphologically quite complexed language, e.g. long words, roots are
varied, lots of derivatives...

* Reading comprehension can be quite challenging, e.g.. the word shop
(kauppa) has 2253 different forms. (Karlsson 1999)

* There are 21 phonemes, 8 vowels ja 13 consonants

* The letters are not the same as phonemes. Letters are agreements (T as
a letter is pronounced ‘tee’, but as a phoneme “t’

* 10 different syllable structures, which all the words base on

Suvi Sankinen 2016



Stages of literacy development
according to Ehri (1998) and Frith (1985)

1. Pre-Alphabetic phase

- Child “reads” the surroundings by memorizing and guessing words. At the same time the
graphemes and letters are learnt to some extend

2. Partially-Alphabetic phase

- Some sounds and spellings are learnt

3. Full Alphabetic phase

- Child recognizes sounds and their alphabetic representations

4. Consolidated Alphabetic phase

- Child can recognize chunks of letters within words, e.g. syllables, vocabulary of
recognizable short words expands

5. Automatic phase
- Child reads proficiently
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Motivation and learning groups

* Every child starts school after a year in preschool

 Even so all five developmental stages of literacy are represented in
classrooms

* Motivation seems to be the most important part of learning to read
* Differentiation is the key to motivate pupils

» Differentiation is easier when pupils representing the same
developmental stage of literacy are in the same learning group

* In order to teach pupils to read ->give meaningful moments,
playing, games, togetherness, listening
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Learning groups based on testing

. Durcijng the first week of school literacy tests are done with the first
graders

* Pupils are tested individually

* They are asked to name letters and point at the right letter after hearing
the phoneme

* They are asked to hyphenate words and read short words
* If they can read short words, they are asked to read short sentences.

* After the tests pupils are divided in Iear_nin%_gro_ups depending on the
amount of adults that are available during Finnish lessons

* Usually there are three groups: pupils who don't know very many
letters, pupils who can read syllables or short words and the third group
is for readers, pupils who read sentences
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Learning the basic elements in literacy

* Lots of literal input in the classroom: name everything!

* Learning one letter, the phoneme and the grapheme in a week (7 Finnish
lessons per week)

* Using Aapinen (ABC-book or a primer) and other material:
* Listening to a story, discussing about it -> expanding vocabulary

* Listening to alphabet songs -> getting familiar with the alphabet and the words
that include the alphabet or the phoneme

* Playing listening games and expanding vocabulary:

* Raise your hand if you hear the phoneme, go and find all the picture cards in the
classroom that start with this alphabet, sort out all the picture cards with this alphabet,
memory games (can you find the matching lower case for upper case), etc.

* How many syllables there are in the words, what's the first syllable, what about the last,
can you find the right syllable from the card stack




Learning to join phonemes together

* Already during the first two weeks pupils learn to join two
phonemes together to form syllables (“reading by gliding”)

* This is quite demanding exercise and just reading out loud syllables
together after the teacher or together with a teacher or with a partner can
be really frustrating for some learners -> we have to make it fun!

* Still we do a lot of choir reading, captain reading, detective reading, false alphabets
reading (give it a silly name and pupils will love it) with the syllable tables

* The train exercise is quite effective, although pupils need to be aware of
the length of the phoneme (tu-li or tuu-li),
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After pupils have learned the principle of joining two letters
together with their phonemes, the rest is quite easy.

Train exercise

Joining two phonemes together

Train exercise

Joining three phonemes together
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Join picture and the
letter

Find the right picture underneath the
right letter (the word starts with the
pink letter)



Learning to write starts at the same

time

Writing with plastic/wooden
letters, playdough

Write what you want! Your
partner tries to figure it out!

Writing and playing board
games

Playing games where you
have to form words,
working in pairs.
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Write and draw your own
ABC-book

We use 1-2 lessons in a week to
make our own ABC-books. Pupils
draw pictures of words that start
with the week’s letter . They draw

the letter and try to write syllables
and words.



Writing block of flats
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Fluent readers

* They still read syllable tables (in order to ensure spelling)

* They study texts to find certain endings or syllables

* They play a lot! (Hide and seek with syllable notes or word notes to
form words or sentences, etc.)

* They read against time (3x2min, start from the beginning of the
text every time and see if you can read further every time)

* They read longer texts, read with a partner, act dialogues

* They write more already from the beginning of school, but still
train graphemes

* Motivate children to read at home (class library, diplomas)
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Finnish as a second language

* Pupils who have Finnish as a second language are working in the
same learning groups

* It seems that they might benefit more from the analytic methods
in learning to read, like the whole word method

* First pupils are taught 70-8o words by heart, picture cards are greatly
involved, after that those words are studied by syllables and letters
(graphemes/phonemes)

* Mechanic reading doesn‘t develop if you don’t have anything to
relate to.

Suvi Sankinen 2016



1.ls this word in
my picture or
In your
picture?

2.What do |
have here in
the Easter

eqqg?
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1. Match the right word with the picture

2. Roll the dice, pick the right colour, can you read the
words -> get a reward.

3. Readingin a secret hiding place with a flash light.

4. Picking up cards and matching right syllables with the
picture paper words. Who finishes first?
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Thank you for your time!
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