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BEGINNING LITERACY IN PORTUGUESE:  
OUTLINE  

 

• The curriculum for beginning literacy (1st school year): organization and 

general considerations 

• Textbooks for beginning literacy (1st school year): instances and some 

considerations 



CURRICULUM : ORGANIZATION 

• https://www.dge.mec.pt/sites/default/files/Basico/Metas/Portugues/pmcpeb

_julho_2015.pdf  

• The curriculum is organized in two parts: program (contents) + 

“learning outcomes” (mediating contents, objectives and performance 

indicators). 

• 4 content domains: Orality; Reading and writing; Beginning literary 

reading; Grammar 

https://www.dge.mec.pt/sites/default/files/Basico/Metas/Portugues/pmcpeb_julho_2015.pdf
https://www.dge.mec.pt/sites/default/files/Basico/Metas/Portugues/pmcpeb_julho_2015.pdf


CURRICULUM: READING AND WRITING 

Contents Learning outcomes 

Objectives Performance indicators (e.g. ) 

Language awareness and 

phonemic abilities 

To develop language awareness and 

operate with phonemes 

 

Identify objects whose names begin with 

the same phoneme. 

Alphabet and letters To know the alphabet and the letters To name the totality of letters in the 

alphabet and pronounce the respective 

phonic segments (realization of the 

phonemic values). 

Reading fluency: velocity, 

precision and prosody 

To read aloud words, pseudowords 

and texts. 

To read at least 50 in 60 one-syllable, two-

syllable and three-syllable words and 5 in 

15 irregular words. 



CURRICULUM: READING AND WRITING 

Contents Learning outcomes 

Objectives Performance evidences 

 

 

 

Text comprehension 

To read diverse texts. To read small narrative, informative and 

descriptive texts; poems and cartoons. 

To acquire new vocabulary. To recognize the meaning of new words… 

To organize the information in a text. Identify the theme and issue of a text 

To relate the text with previous 

knowledge. 

To interpret the actions and emotions of a 

narrative character. 

To monitor the comprehension.. To underline misunderstood sentences and 

unknown words. 



CURRICULUM: READING AND WRITING 

Contents Learning outcomes 

Objectives Performance evidences 

Orthography and punctuation To develop the knowledge of 

orthography. 

To write about 45 in 60 regular words 

and 5 in 15 irregular words in a 

dictation. 

To apply knowledge of punctuation. To identify and use the following 

punctuation marks: full stop and 

question mark. 

 

Written production To transcribe and write texts. To transcribe a short, typewritten text 

in handwriting, in a fluent way… 

 



CURRICULUM : SOME CONSIDERATIONS  

 

• The cognitivist and psycholinguist conceptions of literacy learning 

underpin the curriculum of beginning literacy in Portugal 

• central role played by phonemic awareness in the learning of the alphabet. 

• coherent learning outcomes - the curricular framework for pre-

school education (Silva et al, 2016) either in what concerns to 

language awareness and also to emergent literacy. 



BEGINNING LITERACY IN PORTUGUESE : SOME 
CONSIDERATIONS ABOUT THE CURRICULUM 

• Emphasis on the learning of the sub-lexical route of word identification.  

• Coherent with the importance attributed to reading pseudowords & to the 

demand that the sound and letter relationship is explicitly taught; 

• Compatible with (and somehow appealing to the renovation of) the traditional 

synthetic methods of initial teaching. 

• Devaluation of the intentional learning of the lexical route of word 

identification. 

• The reading/decoding of (regular and) irregular words is mentioned as part of ‘the 

training of velocity’.  

 

 

 



BEGINNING LITERACY IN PORTUGUESE : SOME 
CONSIDERATIONS ABOUT THE CURRICULUM 

• This relatively bigger emphasis on the relationship of sounds and letters also 

dominates how the learning of orthography is determined, evident in: 

• the role played by the learning of the rules that control the representation of 

sounds;  

• the learning of writing of irregular words is only mentioned apropos dictation.  

• clearly insufficient: the learning of the Portuguese deep orthography, which is also 

(naturally) affected by the variation of dialects, altogether requires a very strong 

emphasis on visual learning of the written words.     

 



BEGINNING LITERACY IN PORTUGUESE : SOME 
CONSIDERATIONS ABOUT THE CURRICULUM 

• In no way is the initial learning of reading related to the reading and 

comprehension of texts 

• actually, the learning of the correspondence of sounds and letters, which 

assumes the words as its main learning context, is said to precede the learning of 

comprehension.  

• Differently, the learning of orthography seems to be somehow situated in 

children’s first written texts.  

 



TEXTBOOKS FOR BEGINNING LITERACY  



 
FIRST PAGES:  EMERGENT LITERACY 
 

Mark equal 

letters 

Mark equal 

words 

TXTB A)_What I already know 

Mark 

capital 

letters 

TXTB B) Diagnosis 

Separate words with / 

Paint letters that 

belong to the word 

ESCOLA 

Listen to the words. 

Draw a circle 

around each syllable  

Mark the word that 

must be read in first 

place… 

Put a circle 

around the 

title 

Put a circle 

around each 

word of the 

title 



FIRST LESSON: FIRST LETTERS  
1) Beginning literary reading 

2 - Comprehension 3 – Sounds, syllables  

      & letters 

TXTB A) 



SAME LETTER i _ TXTB B) 



Explicit 

instruction “2 

sounds for the 

letter G”; 

“The sound 

U is not read” 

Children 

‘construct’ 

the rules 

DIFFERENT  
APPROACHES  
TO LEARNING 



Reading and Writing? 



THE PRIVILEGE OF THE SUBLEXICAL ROUTE, BUT…  

TXTB A) TXTB B) 



I am a fast reader! 
Read correctly the pseudowords 

Read correctly at least 50 words 

FLUENCY 
 



I use 

grammar 

Singular, 

plural rules 

Synonyms and 

antonyms 
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